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ADVERTISEMENT. 


Ti 


H E 3 of the « following 
Diſcourle is expreſſed in the 


Title Page. The Fire broke out on 
the 16th of March, between nine 


and ten in the morning (mercifully 


timed !) and continued raging till 


between five and ſix in the evening. 
In that ſpace about fifty dwellings, 
in the center of the town, together 
with the market-houſe, were con- 
ſumed. . 


This is the 4 Fire by ieh 


OTTzzxy has been made to ſmart 
within theſe two years. Lord! ſtay 
thy hand! give us to hear the Rod, 
and who kath appointed it. _—My.. 
aim was, On the following Sabbath 
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to ſpeak a word in ſeaſon. What 
was then ſpoken from the Pul pit, 
now comes from the Preſs. I am 
fully ſenſible it will not bear the Cri- 
tie's eye; but if it to the 
Sufferer 's Heart, it will not repent me 
that I have yielded a trembling con- 
ſent to the requeſt of an affectionate 
_ : 85 5 a Dit vine Bleſſing at- 
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| Page! 14. line 22. for xxili. read xxviii. 
g 35. ee 8. 1775 words read World. Ls 
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ECCLESIASTES vii. 14. 
5 In the day of adverſity, conſider. 


NEED not tell you 1 the RA 
time is a day of adverſity with vs. The 


hand of the Lord has been ſtretched 


out againſt us. We have been forced to 
flee from our habitations, which have fallen 
a prey to the devouring flames, and are now 
become ruinous heaps. My deſign is, from 
theſe words, to lead myſelf and you to a 
ſuitable improvement of the alarming Pro- 
vidence. In this, the day of our adverſity, 


let us conſider. Too, too apt are we to be 


vain, and frothy, and inconſiderate. This 
was the great charge which God often 


brought againſt his people of old; my peo- 


There were many 


ple doth not conſider “. 
amongſt them who regarded not the works 


* Ifaiah le 3. | 
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6 55 
of the "ry | conſidered the opera- 


tion of his hands +. Now a day of ad- 
ver/ity is the molt proper time for conſide- 
ration. If we don't conſider Zhen, tis 


much if we ever do, to any good purpoſe. 


A flow of eaſe, ſucceſs and proſperity, ren- 
ders the mind diſſipated, and diffolute ; but 


troubles and diſappointments have a ten- 


dency to collect and compoſe the thoughts. 


They may throw us into a hurry at firſt, 


but they make way for cool and ſedate re- 


flection. To this purpoſe is that in the 
Prophet Jeremiah, xxii. 21, 22. J ſpake 
unto thee in thy proſperity, but thou ſaidſt, 
1 will not hear. While full and at caſe, 
there was no dealing with them; they had 


ſomething elſe to mind that was more plea- 
fing. Well, fays God, T'll take another 
courſe with thee; the wind ſhall eat up all 


thy paſtors; then ſhalt thou bo aſhamed 


and confounded for all thy wickedneſs, — 
Without conſideration, we can never an/wer' 


the end of afflictive providences. What is 
the deſign of God in viſiting us with a rod, 


but to reduce our ſtraying feet, and bring 
+ Iſaiah v. 12. 
us 
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Cl 
us nearer to himſelf in reſpect of depen- 


dence, obedience and communion? But 
if we do not conſider, this end cannot poſ- 


 fibly be anſwered : for, the mind leads the 


man; and all the — powers of the ſoul 


act under its conduct. I thought on my 


ways, ſays David, and turned my feet unto 
thy teſtimonies *; firſt +hought, and then 


turned. David's ods {amongſt which 


the burning of Ziklag was one) put him 
upon ſelf reflection; and that reduced him 
from his wanderings. Men are impenitent 
and unreformed under the rod, becauſe they 


are inconſiderate. Jer. viii. 6. No man 
repented him of his wickedneſs, ſaying, 


what have I done? The Apoſtle tells us +, 
that though chaſtening be for the preſent 
not joyous, but grievous, yet afterwards 
it yields the peaceable fruit of righteouſ- 
neſs. But to whom does it yield this fruit; 


why to them that are exerciſed thereby; or, 
that exerciſe themſelves in a way of ſerious 
thoughtfulneſs and conſideration. 


We are not influenced either by ordinan- 

ces or providences s, in conſequence of any 
+ Heb. Kü. 11. 

B 2 virtue 


* Pal. cxix. 59. 
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virtue inherent in them; but as they are a 


means to give a check to the heedleſneſs 
of our ſpirits, and ſuitably to actuate our 


thoughts. What is the reaſon why fo 
many rouzing diſpenſations, both of the 
one kind and of the other, prove ineffec- 


tual, and leave us no better, but rather 
worſe than they found us? tis plainly this; 
we are incogitant and inconſiderate. 


That He preſent tremendous vi/itation may 
not be loſt upon us, there are three general 


heads of Conſideration, which we ſhould do 
well to attend unto—The ins that might 


have occaſioned it The duties and graces it 


calls for And the ſupports and Conſolations 


it admits of. 


I. Let us confider the ins that might 


have eccafioned this dreadful deſolation. 


The evil of ſuffering is always brought 
upon us for the evil of in. There may be 


other occaſions ; but ſtill, in in general is 


the cauſe of all adver/ity. It would be in- 
excuſable not to look upon this doleful de- 


vaſtation in the light of a puniſbment. For, 


however 


FSFE 


CO 


| however God may afflict a particular perſon 


here and there for the 7ria/ of his graces, 
and to ſet him up as a pattern of patience 
and ſubmiſſion to the Divine Will, yet theſe 
extenſive calamities have, doubtleſs, always 


| ſomething judicial in them. Indeed it 


would be hard, it would be unjuſi, to 


reproach the unhappy Sufferers, as if 
they muſt be greater ſinners than thoſe 


who eſcaped the ſad calamity. Our Lord 


cautions us againſt ſuch a cenſorious ſpirit, 


in the reply which he made to ſome who 


told him of the Galileans, whoſe blood 


Pilate had mingled with their ſacrifices. 


| Suppoſe ye that theſe Galileans were ſin- 


ners above all the Galileans, becauſe they 


ſuffered ſuch things? I tell you nay; 
but except ye repent, ye ſhall all likewiſe 


periſh . Many that are dear to God, 


the objects of his higheſt approbation and 
moſt complacential love, have been made 
to drink deep of the cup of his wrath. Job 
was a perfect man, yet he loſt his ſubſtance 
and ſervants, and his children too. Winds, 
and flames, and wicked men, agitated by the 
Devil, reduced him from a ſtate of the 


Luke xiii. 2, 3. 
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greateſt he, to a ſtate of the greateſt. 
indigence. - Let not thoſe, therefore, 
who have eſcaped the fiery ruin, condemn 
thoſe. that have been mwvolved in it; nor, on 
the other hand, let thoſe who have been in- 
volved in it juſtify themſefves. If we ſaid 
we were righteous, and did not deſerve this 
evil that is come upon us, our own mouths, 
our own hearts, would condemn us. All 
this is come upon us for our iniquity, and 

for our great treſpaſſes which we have com- 
mitted againſt the Lord. 


7 


| But hot ate the ſins which may be ſup- 
poſed to have occaſioned this dreadful deſo- 
lation? I anſwer, in me 


1. Firſt place, A diſregard of God, and 


his providence. 


Though we profeſs to believe that God 
is, yet have not many of us lived as with- 
out God in the world? * How ſeldom, 
and with how much coldneſs and indif- 
ferency, have we UL of God, his per- 


, * Ephel. i i. I2. | 
fections, 


ef 


Gn 


fections, works, and ways? Where has 


been that dependance upon his power, pro- 
vidence, and grace, that we ought to have 
exerciſed? Have we not ſet up idols in 


- our hearts, and bowed down to them, in 


violation of that great command, Thou 


| ſhalt worthip the Lord thy God, and him 


only ſhalt thou ſerve T. If we have ac- 


knowledged him with our lips, have none 


of us denied Him in our lives, being abo- 
minable and diſobedient, and to every good 
work reprobate? . When we have been 


in purſuit of the world and fin, did our un- 


believing atheiſtical hearts never ſay, The 
Lord ſhall not ſee, neither ſhall the God of 
Jacob regard it? Inſtead of acknowledg- 
ing God in all our ways, and aſking help 
and direction from him, have we not 
leaned to our own underſtanding? And if 
our plans and endeavours have ſucceeded, 
inſtead of returning to give glory to God, 

have we not ſacrificed to our own net, and 


burnt incenſe to our own drag ? as though 
by them our portion was become fat, and 


our meat plenteous ||. When all things 


+ Lake iv. 8; 1 Tit5. 46. 
§ Pſal. xciv. 7. Hab. i. "IH 16. 
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( 12 ) 
have gone according to our wiſhes, have ws 
not aſcribed to ſecond cauſes the glory which 


was due to the fir/t and great Cauſe? And 
when we have met with croſſes and diſap- 


pointments, have we not either fretted 

againſt the Providence of God, or vented 

our ſpleen upon inſtruments ? without pay- 

ing a due regard to the great Governor of 

the world, who Sleſſes or blaſts juſt as he 
pleaſes 


| 


Now ſurely, if this is the caſe (and can f 
we ſay it has not been the caſe with us, 5 
more or leſs ?) we have no reaſon to won- 
der that the Lord has a controverſy with 
us. Impiety and infidelity are provoking 
fins. They carry a high degree of guilt in 
them ; and have a tendency to draw down 'F 
the tokens of the Divine Diſpleaſure. God i 
1s jealous of the honour of his Name, and 
Government in the world; and will not ſuf- 
fer his Majeſty to be degraded, or his Glory 
to be given to another . Where ſuch an 
irreligious atheiſtical temper is prevalent in 
any place, nothing can be expected but 


» Thaiah xlii,8, 
ſome 


. „„ 

ſome waſting judgment; and, amongſt 
other things, we find it is threatened with 
the puniſhment of fre. Ezek. xx. 47. and 
following. Say to the foreſt of the South, 
Hear the word of the Lord. Thus faith 
the Lord God, Behold I will kindle a fire in 
thee, and it ſhall devour every green tree in 


_ thee, and every dry tree; the flaming flame 


ſhall not be quenched, and all faces from 
the South to the North ſhall be burnt 


therein.— And all fleſh ſhall ſee that I the 


Lord have kindled it, it ſhall not be 
quenched, Then ſaid I, Ah! Lord God, 


they ſay of me, Doth he not ſpeak para- 


bles ?—— They were grown fo regardleſs 
of God, and his Providence, that they 
mocked his Prophet, and ſcornfully rejected 
the meſſages he brought them. Shall they 
go unpuniſhed ?!— No, Behold, I will 
kindle a fire, ſaith the Lord. ” 


"a. 


2. An exceſſive attachment to the world, 
and the things of it; eſpecially if accompa- 


nied with unlawful methods of proſecution. 


Alas! hath not the world engroſſed thoſe 
thoughts and pains, and that time, which 
ought to have been employed about the 

l . more 
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more important concerns of religion, our 


ſouls, and eternity? An honeſt induſtry is 
lawful—is commendable—is a duty. But 
there may be ſuch an exceſs, even in a 
lawful proſecution of the good things of 
this life, as may be highly provoking to the 
bleſſed God, and may awaken his righteous 
diſpleaſure. And if fo, how much more 


provoking muſt it be where unwarrantable 


meaſures are entered into and purſued! 


Wo to him that coveteth an evil covetouſ- 
neſs to his honſe, that he may ſet his neſt 
on high—for the ſtone ſhall cry out of the 


wall, and the beam out of the timber ſhall 


anſwer it.—Behold ! is it not of the Lord 
of Hofts that the people ſhall labour in the 


very fire? Habak. ii. 9, & /eg. It is no 


wonder if ill- gotten goods are turned into 
fuel for the devouring flames. So it is often 


5 threatened by the Prophets they ſhall be. 


See, for one inſtance among many, Ezek. 
xxiii. 18. Thou haſt defiled thy ſanctuaries 


by the multitude of thine iniquities, by the 
_ iniquity of thy traffick ; therefore will I 


bring forth a fire from the midſt of thee, it 


ſhall devour thee; and I will bring thee 


to aſhes 8 the 28 in the ſight of all 
them 


E 
chem that behold thee. When ſuch a judg- 


ment as this is ſent upon a place, the fire 
oftentimes devours promiſcuouſly; yet the 


unrighteous practices of ſome individuals 


may be one great cauſe of its kindling. 
Charity thinketh no evil of any man; yet 
ſurely, when our habitations are conſumed, 
and our poſſeſſions are diminiſhed, it be- 
comes us to conſider, whether or no that 


was unjuſtly gotten, or unjuſtly kept, which 


by the Providence of God 1 is  Juſtly injured 
and deſtroyed ! 


3. A neglect of family-religion. 


God himſelf is the original Founder, 


the watchful Preſerver, the ſupream Ruler, 
and chief Benefactor of families. And 
ſhould He not be acknowledged and adored 
as ſuch ? —If we are to Pray every where *, 


and with all prayer +, i. e. with all ſorts of 


prayer; who dare exclude family-devotion 
out of that comprehenſive A But it 
there were no Scripture-precepts for this 
duty, there are many Scripture-precedents 
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to ſupport and authorize it. Yea, it is ſo 
obvious, that the very Hearhens practiſed it, 
Thelight of Nature taught them, that where 
a family is ſettled, divine worſhip ſhould be 
celebrated. And if they had a ſervice for 
falſe gods in their Houſes, ſhould not 


Chriſtians for the True God? Surely it is 
but reaſonable, that thoſe who want and 


receive daily and nightly mercies together, 


ſhould every morning and evening offer up 
their joint petitions and thankſgivings. 


But how wretched a neglect is there in 
mt families upon this head! Ard has 
there been no neglect of this kind in any 
of aur families? Had we every one taken 
up Je/bua's reſolution, As for me and my 
houſe, we will ſerve the Lord? * Or did 
not Some of us riſe up in the morning, and 
go about the bufineſſes of the day, and 


then lie down -in the evening, without 
Falling upon God? If God had not an 


altar in our houſes, no wonder they are de- 
moliſhed, If the ſacred fire of devotion 


Was not found there, no wonder a mater ta} 


* Joſh. xxiv. 13. . | 
N Fire 


$07 1 


Fire was commiſſioned to reduce them 


to aſhes, Let us think of that terrible paſ- 
ſage in the Prophet, Pour out thy fury 


upon the heathen that know thee not, 
and upon the families that call not on thy 
name . 


4. Sabbath · profanation ; that is another 


fin which might have had an hand in bring- 


ing this calamity upon us, 


The command is, remember the Sabbath- 
day to keep it holy *. *Tis a day which the 
holy God has ſet apart for himſelf; for the 
honour of his holy name, and an attendance 


upon his holy word and ordinances. On that 


day we are to rid our hands, and heads, and 
hearts, of worldly buſineſs, and worldly 
diverſions; and engage ourſelves to ap- 
proach unto God. Now, if Sabbaths are 


trampled under foot; if there; is little or 


no difference made between Sabbath- time 
and common time; we have nothing to 
expect but that the anger of the Lord will 


kindle againſt us. If you will not hearken 


+ Jer. X. 25. * 
1 - unto 


* 


. 


unto me, to hallow the Sabbath-day, and 
not bear a burthen even entering in at the 


then will I kindle a Fire in the gates there- 


 falem, and it ſhall not be quenched +. If 
the inhabitants of Jeruſalem will not deſiſt 
from prophaning the Sabbath, Jeruſalem 
ſhalt-be wrapt in flames. This threaten- 
ing was executed; as may be ſeen, 2 2 Kings 
Xxv. 8, and following. 


And have we not reaſon to think that his 
fin was one of the cauſes of the late dread- 
Ful conflagration? Did we, as we ought, 
remember to keep holy the Sabbath-day ? 
Did none of us give way to buſineſs, to 


turn our backs upon the houſe of God, and 


thought that this ſacred day has not been / 
_ Fritthy obſerved in this town, of late, as it 
was fome years ago.— If we wilfully abſent 
# ourſelves from the houſe F God, it is but 


+ fer. WI. 27. 
8 juſt 


- gates of Jeruſalem on the Sabbath-day, 


of, and it ſhall devour the palaces of Jeru- 


idleneſs, or recreation? Did none of us 


refuſe to give him glory by waiting upon 
him in the ſolemn aſſembly ?—It has been 


rw 
3 


f 19 
Juſt with God to baniſh us out of our wr 
houſes, | 


5. An undervaluing of Goſpel Grace. 


This is threatened with vengeance and 
Burning. Mat. xxii. 2. and onward. The 
kingdom of Heaven is like unto a certain 
king, which made a marriage for his fon, 
and ſent forth his ſervants to call them that 
were bidden to the wedding: and they 
would not come. Again he fent forth other 
ſervants, &c. but they made light of it, 


and went their ways, one to his farm, an- 


other to his merchandiſe : and the remnant 
took his ſervants, and entreated them ſpite- 
fully, and flew them. But, when the king 
heard thereof he was wroth : and he ſent 
forth his armies, and deſtroyed thoſe mur- 
derers, and burnt up their city. We have 
had the free and gracious offers of the Goſ- 
pel—have been invited and entreated again 
and again to be reconciled to God, who is 


in and through Chriſt, reconciling the world 


(believing Gentiles, as well as Jews) to 


himſelf, not imputing their treſpaſſes to 
1 5 them, 
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"ER but to a, whom * hath mats 
to be fin (a ſin· offering) for us, though he 


knew no ſin; that we might be made the 
righteouſneſs of God in him“. Chriſt has 


ſtood a long time knocking at our doors but, 


have not Many of us ſtopped our ears, like 
the deaf adder, and refuſed the grace that 
has been tendered to us? If we have not 


ſat in the ſeat of the ſcornful, and turned 


the great ſubjects of the Goſpel into banter 


and ridicule; (from which, perhaps, ſome 


amongſt us can hardly clear ourſelves) yet, 


can we fay, we have prized the Goſpel as 


we ought? have we been ſo ſenſible of our 


privileges, and fo thankful for them as we 


ſhould have been? Have we not entertain- 
ed too lo thoughts of Chriſt, and the way 


of ſalvation in and by him? Have we not 


minded our farm and our merchandiſe, our 
buſineſs and pleaſures, more than Chriſt, 
and his covenant, and promiſes? If we 
have undervalued theſe better things, we 
have no room to complain of hard dealing, 
now God in his providence has made an in- 


* 2 COr;'V. IQ, 20, 21. 


road 
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road upon thoſe inferior things, to which 


we have ſo en given the prefe- 
rence. 


6 And laſtly, A refuſing t to be reformed 


by paſt viſitations. 


It is mentioned as the great ſin of Iſrael 


of old, that they did not lay to heart, ſo as 
to be humbled under, and reformed by, the 
judgments of God that had been ſent upon 
them. Iſa. xlii. 24, 25. Who gave Ja- 
cob for a ſpoil, and Iſrael to the robbers? 

Did not the Lord, he, againſt whom we 
have ſinned? for they would not walk in 
his ways, neither were they obedient unto 
his law. Therefore he hath poured upon 
him the fury of his anger, and the ftrength 
of battle: and it hath ſet him on Fire 


round about, yet he knew not: and it 


Burned him, yet he laid it not to heart. 
We have, once, and again, been vilited in 
this way. The flames have had a commiſ- 
ſion to deſtroy, firſt one part of the town, 
then another &. But did we lay it to heart 


* Fir/?, on the 11th of June 1665, when nincteen, 


then, on the 6th of September, when eight dwellings 
were conſumed, 
DD. in 
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6 22 . 
in a Vesbming manner? Did © we humble 
ourſclves before God, and repent of our 
ſins, and return to him, from whom we 
had departed ?—I with we could ſay we did. 
Was there more watchfulneſs, more pray- 
erfulneſs, more Sabbath- ſanctification, more 


diligent attendance upon divine inſtitutions, 


more mercy and compaſſion, more juſtice 


and charity! !———] wiſh we could ſay there 
was. 7 


Theſe may be confidered as ſome of the 
fins on account of which, the Lord is con- 
tending with us. It were eaſy to inſtance 
in others. Such as, falſhood and deceit— 


ingratitude for, and abuſe of the gifts of 
divine bounty—tfornication and unclean- 


neſs—a prophane and an irreverent uſe of the 
ſacred name of God, and the like. If theſe 


things be duly conſidered, we may well 


ſay, All this is come upon us for our evil 
deeds, and for our great treſpaſſes-! 


II. Another head of conſideration is, the 
duties and graces which the preſent frown- 


og Providence calls tor, 
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1 others I would mention the 
following. 


1. It becomes us to eye and acknow- 


edge the band of God. 


God is the great diſpoſer of all events. 


He lifts up, and caſts down ; gives an in- 


creaſe, and cauſes a diminution. I am 


God, and there is none elſe. I kill, and 
I make alive; I form the light, and create 


darkneſs; I ſend peace, and create evil; I 
the Lord do all theſe things *.” It was a 


profane ſpeech of an abandon'd ſinner, 


This evil is of the Lord; Why ſhould I 
wait for the Lord any longer +? Had he 


| ſtopped at the firſt clauſe, and ſpoke it with 


a right diſpoſition of mind, he had ſpoken 


well: for, is there evil in a city (or town) 


and the Lord has not done it 4? By what- 
ever means or accident the fire was kind- 
led, it muſt be regarded as the meſſenger 


of the Lord of hoſts. The flames had a 


divine commiſſion, and proceeded under a 


di vine direction. 


* Iſaiah, xIv. 7 '+ 2 Kings, vi. 33. 


1 Amos, 111. 6. | 
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for we obeyed not his voice. - 


EC af ) 


This has been the practice of the 
faints from one age to another. So did 


Nehemiah. Addreſſing himſelf to God 


upon the deſolation of Jeruſelem, he ſays, 
Howbeit, thou art juſt in all that 1s 
brought upon us; for thou haſt done right, 
but we have done wickedly *. 
Daniel +. He hath confirmed his words 
which he ſpake againſt us, by bringing 
upon us a great evil: the Lord our God 
18 righteous i in all his works which he doth, 
—80o did 
the Church 1. The Lord is righteous, for 


I have rebelled againſt his commandments. 


o ſhould every one of ws ſay; The 


« Lord is righteous in bringing upon me 
«* this dreadful calamity, and would have 
«« been fo had he made it much more 


* dreadful. If when I fled from one fire 


F another had overtaken and devoured me, 


5 {ti}] the Lord had been righteous. Had 
& he given the flames a commiſhon to 


. Neh. IX, 33. 


+ Dan. ix. 12. 
+ Lam. 4. 18. 


« burn 


2. To ſubſcribe to the righteouſneſs of 
God. | 1 


So did 


ms 


n 
IC: 
8 


E 


* burn up every houſe, and to conſume 
every mhavitant, ſtill the Lord had been 
« righteous. Had I been dealt with ac- 


© cording to the demerit of my fins, I 
&« ſhould, long ago, have been ſtripped of all 
* my poſſeſiions—my foul would have been 


required at my hands; and body and 


* foul would have been devoted to un- 
« ſpeakably more intolerable, and abſo- 
t lutely unquenchable flames,” 


3. To be humble. 


And this, indeed, will naturally accom- 


pany the former. If we heartily ſubſcribe 


to the righteouſneſs of God, we ſhall lie 
low before him, and repent as in duſt and 
aſhes, Pride is, af any time, very unbe- 
coming a creature, who is, and muſt be, 
conſtantly dependent ; but in a time of 
bereavement and deſolation, it is peculiarly 
unbecoming. How foo/ifþ a thing is it to 
be proud of our trade, our ſtrength, our 
riches, our policy, our cloaths, our dwel- 


lings, or whatever elſe we lay claim to, 
when all of a ſudden our glory may be 
laid in the duſt! Let us ſee to it then, 
that 
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that we humble 8 the Lords 
*Tis what God expe#s from us, and we 
ſhall be inexcuſeable if we don't do fo. 
Let us humble ourſelves each one for his 
own perſonal fins; let heads of families 
humble themſelves for 7amz/y-fins ; and let 
us humble ourſelves on account of the {ſins 
of the Town in general. Tis our duty, and 
*twill be for our intereſt. Humble your- 
felves under the mighty hand of God, that 
he may exalt _ in due time *, 


4. To be patient, thankful, and ade. 
ful. 


Far be it from us to murmur and repine, 
becauſe we are chaſtened of the Lord. Let 
us reſtrain our paſſions, and hold our peace, 
and meekly acquieſce in the divine dif- 
poſals. Why ſhould- a living man com- 
plain? a man for the puniſhment of his 
fins? 1 will bear the indignation of the 
Lord, becauſe I have ſinned againſt him . 
Aaron held his peace I, and did not utter 


* 1Pet. v. 6. + Lam. iii. 39. 
+ Mie. vil. 9. | Lev. x. 3. 
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a diſcontented word, when his ſons were 
deſtroyed by fire; which, to every tender- 


hearted parent, would be much more grie- 
vous than to have his habitation conſumed. 
While the rod of God 1s upon our backs, 
our hands ſhould be upon our mouths. It 


may not be eaſy, at jfirft, to be filent and 
ſubmiſſive; but tis a temper of mind, 


which if, through Grace, we are enabled 
to attain to, will be very advantageous. 


Impatience is its own puniſhment : inſtead 


of /ightning, twill encreaſe the burthen. 
Be patient therefore, brethren ; and in 1 


tience 8 your ſouls *. 


And let us 8 too. Thankful 


for the calamity, conſidered in itſelf, we 
cannot be: for evil of every kind is the 
object of a natural averſion, No chaſten- 


ing for the. preſent ſeemeth to be joyous 


but grievous : nevertheleſs, if 1t yield the 


peaceable fruits of righteouſneſs, we ſhall 


| bleſs God that ever he was pleaſed thus to 


exerciſe us Þ. 


_* LUKE XXts 19, 14 Hebr, xi it. 


| Particularly, 
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"Particularly, in the preſent calamity, 
there are many circumſtances that loudly 
call for -thankfulneſs. Shall we not be 
thankful that we were not ſurpriſed with 
a midnight cry ? when the darkneſs of the 
night would have given an additional hor- 
ror to the ghaſtly ſcene. Shall we not 
be thankful that our a// is not conſumed 
= - by that mercileſs element? Shall we 
not be thankful that our /ves are given us 
for a prey ? Shall we not be thankful 
that the Lord was pleaſed at length to put 
a ſtop to the fury of the flames? We 
have ſuffered by ire but ſhall we not be 
thankful that, inſtead thereof, we did not 
fufter by the ſword, by famine, by peſtilence, 


oy bt ts = — 9 — 4 
LS 12 — &, wy Os 3 — 


= 32 3 e = = | 
þ . ae x: 2 28. PT CY E * PP FE | "TY =_ | = \ 9 _ 
: _—_— 5.4 4 — 2 q We EY — n nn — whe «dot wm EI f r PY pg e x Aa WI CY 
3 22 .. — rt; p er $a he A a= act 68 bn r : 1 2 ADs n —— — 
W fi [ty * * oy > * og PTY — * 
Ss 5 ty — oa is 4% + OTE. cet, , W or rag 4 Mt * > RVA * TIS. ot; hs + by * rot ab 8 ed 4 9 2 8 N. 1 * _— 
4 7 e . we: 31.00 5 * 65 8 4 3 SD an * 0 * n l LN by 8 re - e + £5 „ „„ „ .*. * 
> \ as . N ks. ” OM es . * 2 8 ” 4 R 1 Ne d 4 e I REES c 
F . 8.5, 0g 2 a » Rs NA. F wo" „ Mga F ag „ Re HRS i 2 n r Ss td 2 - at 
n TT 8 * % * "uy 2 ef 
— « 3 Win | b . 


* 5 — a 
R ä 


y i 4 m>t > 
„ e e * 


\ 7 or 
PT Ee 5 * 4 * 47 * 
* * W 3 4 e 
e ee nner <ooc g  a} * . 
r 


N or by an earthquake The command is, in : 
| every thing give thanks . Surely, in the . 
preſent caſe, we have abundant reafon / 


for thankſgiving. We are too apt to 
conſider what we have 4%; but we ſhould 
do well to conſider what remains, and how 
much zb % it might have been with us 
than it is. In thort, let us be thankful 
that we are not conſigned over to the 


flames of hell. 
Tx Theſſ. v. 18. 


Nor 
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* 


Nor let us forget to be chearful. Vain, 


and frothy, and unaffected we ſhould not 
be ; but humbly chearful we may, and ought 
to' be. Becauſe we have loſt our dwel- 

lings, and loſt our poſſeflions in part, ſhall 
we therefore throw away our peace ? Were 


we to do ſo, we ſhould be enemies to our- 
ſelves, and reflect a diſhonour upon the 


holy religion we profeſs ; as though there 
was not enough in that to bear up our ſpi- 

rits, and keep us from fainting ii in the day 
of adverſity. 


tf To ſee to it, and make it ſure to our- 


ſelves, wendy we have a nn in God. 


The bleſſed God i is repreſented to us, PR 


the facred Scriptures, under various no- 
tions; and amongſt others, under that of 
a Dwelling Place. Lord, fays Moſes, thou 
haſt been our Dwelling Place in all gene- 
rations *. Tis the privilege of a true Be- 
liever that he dwells in God; and there he 
dwells ſafely, and may be quiet from fear of 
evil T. If our carthly dwellings be ever 


® Plal. ac. 1. + Proy. l. 33 
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ſo ſtrong; and ſtately, and elegant, we can 


: never ſay we are ſafe in them. A raging. 


FiRE wil ſoon ſpoil their beauty, and de- 


moliſh their ſtrength; and fink them into 
feebleneſs, deformity, and ruins. But this B 


Divine Dwelling can never receive damage, 


Though -we have no material houſe: to 


dwell in, yet if we have a God to dwell in, 
we are undoubtedly ſafe. Safe in him, and 
ſafe in regard to a ſucceeding eternity. 


Under the ſhadow of the Almighty. the 
Chriftian continually abides, and en he 


cannot be * 


6, 4 lally. To ſecure an houſe. not 
made with Rn eternal in fro | heavens. 


| Whether -our adds has are 05 
or not burnt, it will not 5 long ere we 


know them no more for ever. The uncer- 
tainty of the Tenure. by which we hold 


4 


them, and the abſolute certainty that we 


mall abide in them but a little while, 


mould be conſidered as a motive to us to 


look out for and endeavour, G0 gh Divine 


Grace, to get an evidence of our right to 


a better habitation: an n habitation that we 
ſhall 


C441: 
mall never be dg to leave—an 1a big 
5 tion that ſhall never bs deſtroyed. 


But” tis time we b to the 


F 


7 1. ? . laſt head uy oa - and 


that is, The Supports and Conſolations which 


the cg wind admits of, 


Bleſſed bis God. we are not left in a TREES 
leſs, comfortleſs condition. Here 1s Mercy 


in the midſt of Judgment. T he Lord hath | 


not Wis out all his wrath, 


1. Tis Ps and reviving to think; 


that the flames have not proved as fatal 


to our * as A have to our habita- 
lions. | 


Here the impenitent ſinner (if made 
fenſible by the alarming Providence) may 


reflect, „What if my perſon had been ſeized 


« by the relentleſs element, and my poor 
_ *© foul had been hurried, with all its guilt 


60 upon its head, into an awful eternity; | 


« where had I been then! I had gone 


6 from one fire to another! from a fire on 
41 - earth 
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22 10 
Gin to a fire in hell; PO TY I 8 


© have been ever burning, and never have 


been conſumed ! Well may I be glad 


that I am ſpared ; that my day of life, 
« and my day of grace is lengthened out, 
* and I have yet time and ſpace to repent, 
* and to purſue the things which belong to 
« my everlaſting peace. Lord, give me 
* thy Grace ſo to do. The doubting 
Chriſtian may be ſupported under his ſuf- 
ferings, by recollecting that he has a fur- 
ther opportunity granted him to make his 
calling and election ſure; and to get into 
a better frame and poſture for — 
before God in n. 


: 


is conſolatory to reflec that we are 
not e y abandoned. | 


That we are not left deſtitute of a place | 
where to lay our ; that the hearts, 


and hands, and houſes, of our friends are 
open to us, when our wn hearts are faint, 


and our on hands are feeble, and our own 
Houſes are laid in aſhes. We have food, 
and raiment, and ſhelter left, notwithſtand- 
ing what we have loſt, 


4 3. 1 


CI. 
3. If we belong to . our beſt intereſt 


18 5 


That, is not ſubject to the accidents of 


time. The covenant of grace, and the 


bleſſings thereof, are ſtrong and ſtable. 
We have a treaſure laid up in heaven, which 
cannot be impaired; which we ſhall not be 
deprived of by moth, or ruſt, or thieves, 
or flames. The genuine Chriſtian is a haps 
y perſon, be his circumſtances in the world 
what they will, He has choſen that good 
part which ſhall never be taken away from 


him *. If God be our God, he is ours for 
ever and ever T. If Chriſt be our Saviour, 
he lives for ever; and becauſe he lives, we 


ſhall live alſo T. If we have a title to 
| heaven as our home, that's an abiding 


city. 


4. All logs mall work ee for 
an to them that love God. 


Our unbelieving hearts ure apt to ſay, 


« All theſe things are againſt me $.” But 


* Luke x. 42. + Pal. xlviii. 1 
t John, xiv. 19. 5 Gen. xlii. = 
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Faith will by * Why art thou eaſt 
« down, O my ſoul; and why art thou 
ce diſquieted within me? Hope in God, 
« for I ſhall yet praiſe him, who is the 
« health of my countenance, and my 
God 1. Tis, if need be, J am in heavi- 


, neſs . The Lord, infinitely wiſe, and 
et tranſcendently gracious, has ſeen fit to 
e involve me in this diſtreſs; but ſtill 1 


« muſt conclude all is well, and all will 
« end well. He that has diminiſhed, can 


1 increaſe, if he ſees fit. If it be for my 
t real welfare, this loſs ſhall be made up, 
'« and I ſhall behold a brighter ſcene. But 


ee if theſe things be not reſtored in hind, 1 
«ſhall have an equivalent : and if what I 


_ « Joſe in temporalt, be made up in ſþirituals, 


4 J ſhall be an infinite gainer ; and ſhall 
&« have reaſon to ſay, O happy diſappoint- 
c ment! Gainful loſs! Comfortable diſ- 
«treſs ! Comfortable in its conſequences, 


though not in 12, %. The Lord God is a 
« ſun and ſhield; the Lord will give grace 


and glory: no good thing will he with- 
hold from them that walk uprightly. O 


+ Pſal. xlii. 11. ba 4 
FT ” « Lord 


1 


Lord of Hoſts, bleſſed is the man n 
cc rue i in Choo T4 


I, Chriſt and the Saint have been as de- 
| Aitute as we. 


. — 
2 


e . an . far, 


thee of the truth. They have been much 
more deſtitute, Our bleſſed Lord, while in 

the word, was in a forlorn condition. The 
foxes have holes, and the birds of the air 
have neſts, ſays. he +, but the Son of man 
hath not where to lay his head. The great 
architect of the univerſe had not a houſe to 

reſide in. Wonder O heavens ! Be aſto- 
niſhed, O earth! Now ſurely, the diſciple 
is not above his maſter, nor the ſervant 
above his Lord. Tis enough for the diſ- 
ciple, if he be as his maſter, and the ſer- 


vant as his Lord f. Though we had no 


place of ſhelter, but were obliged to wan- 


der up and down without an home, we ſee 


to whom we ſhould be conformed. And 
as for the ſaints, they have been in the 
Same condition. Manz. of God's. choſen. 


* Pſal. Ixxxiv. IT, 12. + Mat. viii. 20. 
1 Ma. r. . 
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e - 
ones have had their inheritance turned to 
ſtrangers, and their houſes to aliens *, 
which was as bad—was worſe than if they 
had been conſumed by fire. The Apoſtle 
Paul fays of himſelf and others, + Even 
unto this preſent hour we both hunger and 
thirſt, and are naked, and buffeted, and have 
no certain dwelling⸗ place. And of the 


primitive worthies, he informs us, I that 


they wandered in ſheep- ſkins and goat- 
ſkins, being deftitute, afflicted, tormented; 
wandered in defarts and in GE; and 
in Tens ad caves s of the earth. a 


7 


6. and laftly uu - With N to true bee 


| lievers, there is no Judicial anger. in this, 


nor any other affliction. 


— 


Paterna! anger chere may * hat vad. 


cial anger there is none. When a calamity 


of a general kind is inflicted, very often, 


there is little, if any, diſtinction made. 


If the ſcourge ſlay ſuddenly, he will laugh 
at the trial of the innocent 9. But then, 
the nature of the calamity is 45 erent. «Tf. 


# 2x Torrie: hn” * 
§ Job, ix. 23. 
46 God 


* Linas, v. 2. 
br 1 Heb. xi. 37» 38, 


"an 


God be my Father, this viſitation is only 
ia fatherly chaſtiſement ; and there is love 


ce in his heart towards me, though there be 
«4 a rod 1 in his hand. 1 


Thus have we gone through 1 rel 


heads of conſideration propoſed. As to 
the ſins which may have been the occaſion 
of this ſo dreadful a calamity 


im bibed. 


May the Lock, by his Spirit, ſet hows 


theſe things upon our hearts; and help us 


ſeriouſly to pauſe upon them, till we 


feel the energy of them upon our inmoſt 
fouls | 


I might here propoſe fome conſiderations 
to thoſe who have eſcaped the violence of 


the fire. Such ſhould confider—how much 


concerned they are to 'guard againſt thoſe 
fins which have a tendency to bring on the 
ſame, or a worſe judgment How dan- 


gerous a ſtate of carnal ſecurity is How 
E diabolical 


the graces 
and duties to be cultivated and practiſed 
and the ſupports and conſolations to be 


28 


— — nn rotit F 
N r rr pi agen ne wages (> WO ure. Pg mag 
"$25 $8 i, TY A 8 nteen 

4 5 ö 


a = w_ _ 1 ts — 2 — N 2 q - — « We CFE” p 8 - FL gs, CRE IS a — 

8 - * 9 9 EN 3 N ** W deed Scot afiek. api IB . 
eee rer ee R CR yr IO? 
Re - 9 R \ - FOR... - Ss te ._* RE - 16 
2 * Derr. -. S „ 27 75 OO. en D n 

+29 us - N en _ ; =— M090, 40 RU. © WOES EATS n „ n 4 e CLE "20>. - f 

PF 5 
* 


den pe e eee es 
. od: oth Ne” hs 


> _— 


23 
Am 1 


>; I = 3 
n „ 


N 


8 oe A ... 5 —_ | | r 
h * 1 1 i k ä N * e he : * 5 : $ þ — "PI "FIR — A. ‚⏑ ⏑ . r rt. t. . 1,95 2 gt Wr ee ee g 
, * J + kt n 2 n 9 3 b 1 av _—_ Ar 0 n n P # . 4 F 

. A N | ö „ee * * c N 33 id % N , Y : j mug 

5 vas wo) — Ae * i, "1 3: oy N 5 Fr ih N * n 2 mn - T TR * d * + — 
e W Gy * x 4 FO ka e e e r A * ö * 

2 OY * * x ON IE. RED „ r * F . N 888 9 P 3 g SS 
„ NR 2a adi E oy N 4 N 8 


* 
VERY th. 


Mot ne IL 


. IE 8 

Nr 

. eee us; * eee eee 
e ne e ee 


* = Pars q = oo WA; # 
p Wi 0 N * * 


N 
n 


5 n 88 FA 
. A eg ' 
2 . «4-4 _— — — e *? : 4 * * 1 

8 0 os bs 3 6 R- n 
— „ = * *. % 

- * | 

ä ä tbe + "anos "6 "Wie ans 

A 6 \ ras % N W 

"TT. Ne ; : e 5 


1 ; ma" = R 
ne 

r 

Ne 


* * 
#442 5 nnn . Bu ate — ap. 7 mY 
g N r ” N 
4 Y 2 - F a _ £ The 0 
= ie * N * r - * 


; E. * — — 
are bound to pity, and PR add ee" | 


burnt-up.1 nothing, nothing left, — 
all no place of retreat be found. Not 
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the afflicted How ready they ſhould be 
to acknowledge the goodneſs of God in 


their own prefervation—and the like. But 
not to enlarge on theſe things, I ſhall cloſe 


with one conſideration diſtinct from what 


has been already mentioned; and it is 


1 EE 


5 If this | Lite 5 (comparatively of ſo ſmall 


an extent) was ſo alarming and awful, how 


much more awful and alarming will that 
UNIVERSAL COnNFLAGRATION be, when 
the Earth, and all things therein, ſhall be 
—T hers 


only houſes and goods, but feld: and floods, 
xocks and mountains, ſhall feel its irrefiſtible 
force. The impenitent inhabitants will 
then weep and wail. O, the ſhrieks, the 
cries and groans, that will every where be 


heard Happy they that ſhall be found 


in Cbriſt; for they, like the three worthies 
in Nebuchaanez:zar's Md furnace, ſhall be 
E unhurt. 


ecing then we look for fo incon- 
ceivably tremendous a ſcene as this, what 


manner of perſons ought we to be in all 
| holy converſation and godlineſs “! 
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BOOKS printed for J. BUC²KLANx p. 
1 C ERMONS on ſeveral Occaſions. 
By the late Reverend Mr. John Hill. 
The Fourth Edition. Price 5s. 


2. SERMONS on the moſt uſeful and 


important SUBJECTs. Adapted to the 


FamiLyY and CLosET. By the Reverend 


Samuel Davies, A. M. late Prefident of the 


College at Princeton in New Jerſey. In 
Three Volumes. The Second Edition. 
Price 158. 


3. SCRIPTURE MARES of SALVATION. 


Drawn up to help Chriſtians to know the 


true State of their Souls. By Riſdon Dar- 
racott. The.Fourth Edition. Price ſtitch'd 
6d. bound gd. > ES 


4. The Friendly Inſtructor ; or a Com- 


panion for Young Ladies and Young Gen- 
tlemen ; in which their Duty to GOD and 


their Parents, their Carriage to Superiors 
and Inferiors, and ſeveral other very uſeful - 
and inſtructive Leſſons are recommended, in 
plain and familiar Dialogues ; with a Re- 
commendatory Preface, by P. Doddridge, 
D. D. The Fifth Edition. Adorned wath 
Cuts. + Price 15. ö6d-— 


